
SICILY

Join renowned Sicilian Australian
artist Eolo Paul Bottaro, for an
unforgettable immersion in Sicily's
artistic and cultural heritage. With a
small group size of only 7 guests, this
tour promises an intimate exploration
of Sicily's exquisite landscapes and
rich artistic traditions. Indulge in
luxury with accommodations at select
5-star palaces and hotels, each
steeped in historical charm and
elegance. Highlights include a
unique, hands-on workshop where
you will paint traditional Sicilian
maiolica tile to take home with you,
visits to UNESCO World Heritage
Sites, and authentic Sicilian dining. 
Perfect for art lovers and cultural
explorers alike, this journey offers a
rare opportunity to experience Sicily
through the eyes of an artist.

www.sicilyartours.comSICILY ART TOURS

2 - 13 SEPTEMBER
2025

ARTS & 
TRAVELS
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For this exclusive journey, we have carefully selected three extraordinary
accommodations, each offering a distinctive Sicilian experience and serving as a base
for our explorations.

ACCOMMODATIONS

Our journey begins in Palermo, where
you will spend three nights at the Grand
Hotel Et Des Palmes, a historic gem that
has hosted luminaries and artists since
the 19th century. Located in the heart of
Palermo, this 5-star hotel combines art
nouveau elegance with modern
comforts. 

Next, immerse yourself in the charm of
the Madonie Mountains with a four-night
stay at The Sicilian House, a unique
boutique accommodation lovingly bought
and restored by the Australian Turrisi
family. This beautiful property blends
authentic charm with luxurious touches.

THE SICILIAN HOUSE
Polizzi Generosa

GRAND HOTEL ET DES PALMES 
Palermo

RELAIS ANTICA BADIA - SAN MAURIZIO 1619
Ragusa

Our final stay is at the Relais Antica
Badia - San Maurizio 1619 in Ragusa,
where you will spend four nights in lavish
suites with stunning city views. Housed
in an 17th-century palace, this luxury
boutique hotel combines baroque
architecture with sophisticated, modern
interiors. 
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This itinerary has been designed to offer a balance between stimulating the mind and
delighting the taste buds, physically demanding activities and relaxation, group
activities and personal time. If you wish to have more free time, the tour is designed
to allow you to opt-in and opt-out of some of the planned activities without
interfering with the flow of the program for the rest of the group.

ITINERARY

You will be picked up at Palermo
Airport, and after checking in at the
Grand Hotel Et Des Palmes, we will
begin our journey with an evening stroll
through the vibrant streets of Palermo. A
selection of Sicilian wines and foods will
welcome you to this unforgettable
experience.

We will start our day with a visit to the
folkloric Ballarò Market, followed by a
tour of the stunning Chiesa del Gesù,
renowned for its exquisite baroque
decorations. After a light lunch, we will
head to the Abatellis Museum to admire
magnificent 15th-century artworks. 

DAY 1 - WELCOME TO SICILY
2 September

In the morning, we will visit the stunning
Monreale Cathedral, renowned for its
unique mosaics from the Arab-Norman
period. In the afternoon, we will return
to Palermo for some free time and
relaxation.

DAY 2 - PALERMO
3 September

DAY 3 - MONREALE
4 September
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On this day, we will depart from Palermo
and travel to the Madonie Mountains,
arriving in the charming village of Polizzi
Generosa. After settling into our
accommodation at The Sicilian House,
we will enjoy a leisurely stroll through
the town to uncover its hidden treasures,
including a stunning Flemish triptych.

On Day 5, we will visit local ceramist
Giovanni d'Angelo, where we will learn
about the art of pottery making and
Sicilian majolica. You will also have the
opportunity to paint our own Sicilian tile,
creating a personalised piece of maiolica
to take home with you.

DAY 4 - POLIZZI GENEROSA
5 September

On this day, we will embark on a
captivating day trip to the Valley of the
Temples, one of the most iconic
archaeological locations in the world.
Here, you will explore some of the best-
preserved ancient Greek temples, while
a local archaeologist shares fascinating
insights into their history and
significance.

DAY 5 - VISIT LOCAL CERAMIST AND
PAINT YOUR OWN SICILIAN MAIOLICA
6 September

DAY 6 - VALLEY OF THE TEMPLES
7 September
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On this day, we will enjoy a light trek
through the Madonie Mountains, one of
the richest biodiversity areas in Europe.
Along the way, we will stop for a rural
picnic, where we will savour local
cheeses and fresh regional produce.

On Day 8, we will depart from the Madonie
Mountains and head southeast toward the
Baroque towns of Val di Noto. On our way,
we will stop at Villa Romana del Casale,
where we will have the opportunity to see
stunning ancient Roman mosaics, some of
the best-preserved in the world. Afterward,
we will continue to Ragusa and check in to
our next accommodation in the heart of
this historic city.

DAY 7 - LIGHT TREK AND PICNIC ON
THE MADONIE MOUNTAINS
8 September

In the morning, you will have free time to
explore Ragusa Ibla at your own pace. At 1
pm, we will pick you up and drive to
Modica, where we will enjoy a traditional
lunch featuring freshly made ricotta ravioli.
Afterward, we will visit the Byzantine
grotto church of San Nicolò Inferiore,
followed by a stop at the renowned
Dolceria Bonajuto for a chocolate-making
demonstration and tasting.

DAY 8 - VISIT ANCIENT ROMAN MOSAICS
9 September

DAY 9 - RAGUSA IBLA & Modica
10 September
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On this day, we will take a day trip to the
beautiful island of Ortigia, just off the
coast of Syracuse. We will embark on a
guided tour to visit local artisans’
workshops, followed by some free time to
relax at cafés, explore boutique shops, and
enjoy sightseeing. On our way back, we will
stop at the church of Santa Lucia al
Sepolcro to admire The Burial of Santa
Lucia, one of Caravaggio’s final
masterpieces.

On our final day, we will visit the
stunning baroque town of Noto,
renowned for its elegant 18th-century
palaces and churches influenced by
French taste. We will explore Palazzo
Nicolaci, one of the most ornate palazzi
in Noto. In the evening, we will gather for
a farewell dinner at a local Sicilian
trattoria.

DAY 10 - ORTIGIA
11 September

Our tour comes to an end. On this day, we
will arrange a transfer from Ragusa to
Catania. You may choose to be dropped
off at the airport for your departure from
Sicily or in Catania’s city center, allowing
you to explore the city and the Mount Etna
region at your own pace.

DAY 11 - NOTO
12 September

DAY 12 - GOODBYE SICILY
13 September



11 nights in 5 star accommodation

Includes:

At Sicily Art Tours, our passion for

the island’s rich art, history, and

culture inspires everything we do.

Whether you seek the charm of

ancient ruins, the beauty of

Renaissance masterpieces, or the

warmth of local traditions, our goal

is to create authentic journeys that

let you discover the heart of Sicily in

a way that feels personal and

deeply meaningful. We offer a range

of services, including bespoke tours,

small group tours up to 7 people,

itinerary planning, and immersive art

workshops, ensuring a truly tailored

experience for every traveler. 

About Sicily Art Tours
www.sicilyartours.com

EUR 6,800 pp in twin share

EUR 5,600 pp in twin share

Daily breakfast

3 lunches, 1 Sicilian picnic and
Welcome aperitivo with drinks

Airport pick up and drop off

Transport in private vehicle

Entries to all sights mentioned in the
itinerary

Professionally guided tours

Hands-on  workshop on painting
Sicilian maiolica

City taxes

Assistance before, during and after
the tour

EUR 900  single supplement 

Book before 31/05/25 for



FAQ

What time do daily activities start and end?

What level of fitness is required?

Can I skip some of the scheduled activities for more free
time?

How many participants can join the tour? Can I book it
privately for my group?

Which flights should I book to and from Sicily for this
tour?

Daily activities generally begin around 10 am to allow for a relaxed
morning and unhurried breakfast. Most activities end by 6 pm.

This tour requires a moderate fitness level. On certain days, you’ll
need to walk for 2 to 3 hours, with several breaks. The most
demanding activity is an optional trek in the Madonie Mountains.

Yes, the tour is designed to offer flexibility, so you can opt in and out
of certain activities as you wish.

The tour accommodates a maximum of 7 participants. It is possible
to book the tour privately for your own group. 

If you plan to arrive in Sicily and depart on the scheduled tour dates,
we recommend arriving in Palermo by 1 pm on September 2nd and
departing from Catania after 2 pm on September 13th, allowing
sufficient time for the transfer.

01.

02.

03.

04.

05.



FAQ

Can you assist if I wish to arrive in Sicily before the tour
starts or leave after it ends?

Can I do this tour on dates other than the scheduled ones?

How can I confirm my booking?

What if I am unable to travel?

Yes, just get in touch with us.

Yes, please contact us to inquire about bespoke tour options.

We require a 30% deposit to confirm your booking. Final payment is
required a minimum of 90 days before tour commences.

We recommend purchasing "Cancel for Any Reason" insurance to
protect against unforeseen changes to your plans. Otherwise,
please refer to our cancellation policy for details on applicable fees.

06.

07.

09.

10.

Cancellation Policy

If you cancel more than 90 days before the tour commences, we will credit
50% of your deposit toward another tour departing within 12 months of the
original tour date.
If you cancel between 90 and 30 days before the tour commences, we will
credit 50% of the full amount toward another tour departing within 12
months of the original tour date.
If you cancel less than 30 days before the tour commences, full charges
will apply.



Reviews

Sicily Art Tours arranged a tour to suit the needs and wants of the
participants. Personal highlights from the tour included delving into the caves
of Mt Etna, visiting the Valley of the Temples in Agrigento and last but
definitely not least, seeing the mosaics of Monreale Duomo which was
breathtakingly beautiful. Having Sicilian locals as the Tour Leaders meant
that accomodation and meals were authentic and typical to the area. If you’re
interested in a more personalised tour that incorporates some of your bucket
list items, with Tour Leaders that are talented and well versed in art, history
and culture, then Sicily Art Tours is the one for you. It was a once in a lifetime
experience! Grazie dal mio cuore!

Simone Ilett

Thank you, Serena and Eolo, for the incredible tour of Sicily you arranged in
June 2024. Your meticulously planned and insightful bespoke itinerary not
only showcased your extensive knowledge of Sicily's rich history, culture,
and art but also radiated your profound love, passion, and pride for your
birthplace. 
Whilst I truly loved all the places we visited, the professional and academic
guides, and the lovely accommodation, one of the real highlights for me was
the amazing food. There were just so many delicious delicacies to try, and I
truly appreciated having two very passionate Sicilians ensuring that I tried
foods specific to the town, city, or region we were in. All in all, my trip to
Sicily was nothing short of fabulous and awe-inspiring, and I will forever be
grateful to Serena and Eolo for sharing their amazing knowledge, passion,
time and empathy for their clients.

Adam Nudelman

Wonderful memories of an unforgettable art tour! Thanks to Eolo and Serena
for their perfect organisation and for the passion they put into everything
they do. 

Patrizia Gioia



Valley of the Temples
Sicily Art Tour, September 2024


